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The last two or three months have been busy for me, and I am sure that they have for you. It seems to be a common theme for 

us all, that the days pass so quickly and we just do not achieve the things we intend doing. The first task on my list at present 

is preparing this issue. 

 

Then I can concentrate on my Family Christmas Epistle. I have been doing this since 1985. I mentally commence writing it 

around September, but it always seems to be a last minute job. There are some years when Santa arrives before our Christmas 

cards. For many of my family and the friendships we have retained from our service life, it is the once-a-year contact, so I am 

writing something of a family report. It used to be five or six pages long (you may have noticed that I can’t say anything in a 

few words, I am inclined to gabble on). Nowadays we must lead a less interesting life (unless we become lyrical about our 

medical consultations and treatments) and the letter is generally three or four pages which include a couple of pictures. I do 

have one friend who also prepares a report which details (and I do mean details) their traveling throughout the year, complete 

with photographs. I very much doubt that they spend much time at home during any year, but all power to them. 

 

Then I have to do my Christmas shopping. That is really a chore, as we actually only have a few gifts to buy. We have seven 

grandsons, and we only have to buy one a gift. The others are all of the age when they actually prefer money, and in all cases 

it would be difficult to know what to buy them. They seem to have every thing, and in a couple of cases, because they are 

interstate, we are never sure just what they want. As for our children, or adults as they all are, we generally manage to buy 

them something we hear suggested during the year. They all seem to buy everything they want, and they have the same com-

plaint about us. So in a way, it is hard to get excited. That sense of secrecy and surprise is missing. 

 

One of the highlights of the last few months was the Perth Reunion. Were you there? I saw a few of you, and do hope that 

you enjoyed yourselves. Both my husband and I enjoyed it. My husband was one of only three men at the Friday evening 

High Tea, so he enjoyed himself! As usual he met up with several ex-WRAAF he had worked with in his service life. In my 

opinion, the Friday evening was the best one of any of the seven or eight reunions I have been to. If only because we didn’t 

have to worry about noise or have to balance a cup, plate of food and handbag, while finding somewhere to sit. We all had 

seats and the table service was excellent. Then both dinners (the ex-WRAAF’s and the Partners) were excellent. We elected 

to give a miss to the Church Service and the outing to the Casino, choosing to do our own thing catching up with friends and 

family. We thoroughly enjoyed our week back in WA. 

 

Later in this issue I will include a listing of those you missed out on seeing in Perth, for those who couldn’t be there. 

 

The other highlight was the news that the next reunion, in October 2015, is to be on the Gold Coast in Coolangatta. I am 

looking forward to that. As an addition to this edition I am giving you two copies of an Expression of Interest form for this 

reunion. Use one yourself and pass the other on to a fellow ex-WRAAFie. Of course, you could even pass on the newsletter, 

especially if you are on the email list. 

 

If you can think of anyone that might be interested in receiving the newsletter, do pass this on or at least give them the details 

from the back page. It can be delivered by email or snail mail (with sae provided). The more the merrier. 

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas    
To you and your loved ones 

 

(with the hope that Santa fits down your chimney 

to leave you a gift or two) 
 

And 

 

Happy New Year for 2015 
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2013 PERTH EX-WRAAF REUNION ROLL CALL 

ANDERSON,   Robyn 137 

ATKINSON,   Lee 233 

BARTEL,   Margaret 116 

BATES,   Leslie 61 

BEER,   Carol Anne 207 

BERGL,   Gwyn 242 

BIRRELL,   Jane 232 

BRACKIN,   Catherine 119 

BROWN,   Marg 169 

BUCKLAND,   Jill 188 
BUDGE,   Cheryl 230 

CARMONT,   Nola 114 

CECIL,   Raelene 230 

CHAFFEY,   Elizabeth 121 

CLIFTON,   Antoinette 223 

CLOW,   Jeanette 244 

COBBE,   Rita 85 OTS 

COOPER,   Maeve 155 

COX,   Pearl 25 

CRAGG,   Kerry 230 

CRELLIN,   Margaret 99 

CURRIE,   Jeanine 239 

CURTIS,   Margaret 202 

DAWSON,   Jill 201 

DELANEY,   Janette 100 

DILKES,   Lesley 103 

DUGGAN,   Maureen 98 

DURRANT,   Margaret 96 

ELLIOTT,   Gwen 2 

EUSTACE,   Dorelle 201 

EVENIS,   Julie 238 
FAIRFUL,   Margaret 88 

FENTON,   Judie 151 

FIELD,   Deidre 137 

FINN,   Pamela 245 

FORSTER,   Rosie 169 

FRANCIS,  Valerie 156 

FREEMAN,   Raylene 87 

FURNER,   Yvonne 152 

GEEN,   Theresa 243 

GEORGE,   Patricia 115 

GIBBNEY,  Beryl 10 

HACKETT,   Margaret 109 

HADFIELD,   Judy 100 

HADFIELD,   Lynn 160 

HANLEY,   Thelma 125 

HARRISON,   Jan  
HAYES,   Eve 100 

HEINRITZ,   Helen 148/149 

HEINRITZ,   Patti 159 

HENDERSON,   Diana 121 

HINDLE,   Faye 218 

HORROCKS,   Colleen 124 

HULSMAN,   Rickie 84 

HUMPHRIES,    Margaret 93 

HUNT,   Sue 166 

HUTT,   Kathy 20/85 

INGRAM,   Val 202 

JANNES,   Margaret 160 

JOHNSON,   Terri 187 

JOLLIFFEE,   Nancy  
JONES,   Marjorie 129 
JORDAN,   Margaret 78 

KASTANEAS,   Anna 115 

KELLY,   Desley OTS-1964 

KELLY,   Maureen 136 

KEMPTON,   Patricia 138 

KENNEDY,   Judith 208 

KENT,   Sheryl 190 

KIDMAN,   Lynda 152 

KING,   Rae 238 

KIRKWOOD,   Carolyn 201 

KNIGHT,   Candy 22/85 

KNUDSEN,   Janice 181 

KUNDE,   Dulcie 4 

KYTE,   Lyn 151 

LAMONT,   Heather 98 

LARRAD,   Joyce 31 

LAWTIE,   Nora 71 

LIND,   Glenda 235 

LINDSAY,   Peg (Margaret) 24 

LYONS,   Rosemary 185 

MADIN,    Audrey 247 

MAHONEY,   Joy 162 

MALLCOTT,   Carol 78 

MANSFORD,   Anne 93 

MAPSTONE,   Gail 92 
MARHIN,   Magdalena (Maggie) 244 

McAULEY,   Una 65 

McCARTNEY,   Sue 222 

McDOUGALL,   Margaret 119 

McDOWALL,   Glenda 161 

McGRATH,   Peta 230 

McLAREN,   Shirley 1 & 2 

MEERS,   Kerri 233 

MITCHELL,   Maureen 222 

MITCHELL,   Valerie 188 

MOATE,   Janet 202 

MOONEY,   Lola 81 

MORGAN,   Wendy 22/85 

MURPHY,   Erin 74/75 

MURRAY,   Helen 209 

MURRAY,   Lisa 259 

MURRAY,   Marion (Mary) 112 

NELSON,   Pam 135 

NEST,   Betty 17 

O’DRISCOLL,   Lynette 169 

O’HALLORAN,   Kathleen 249 
OWEN,   Rosly 112 

PANTELAS,   Connie  
PARBERY,   Yvonne 17 

PICKERING,   Cate 48 

POLAK,   Lilian 202 

POPE,   Clare 158 

POPE,   Judy 173 

POWELL,   Patricia Ann 139 

POWER,   Marion 83 

QUAIN,   Margaret 213 

REECE,   Vi 152 

ROBERTS,   Joy 102 

ROGERS,   Faye 115 

ROGERS,   Irene 166 

SCHMID,   Lorraine 247 

SEACH,   Beverley 154 
SELBY,   Iris 43 

SHIRES,   Kerry 254A 

SMITH,   Roslyn 222 

SPILLER,   Helen 181 

STEWART,   Yvonne 134 

STONE,   Maureen 72 

STREET,   Maxine 243 

SULLIVAN,   Helen 71 

SZCHRYBA,   Irene 114 

TABONE,   Alanna 218 

TAGGET,   Colleen 119/OTS85 

TATE,   Margaret 207 

TAYLOR,   Freda 130 

TODD,   Sandra  
TODD,   Tania 22/85 
TOWNLEY,   Joanne 164 

VANN,    Dianne 226 

WALTERS,   Colleen 272 

WARD,   Carol 175 

WARD,   Esther 71 

WARREN,   Judith 74 

WAYTE,   Mary 66 

WESTGATE,   Diane 229 

WHITING,   Anne 139 

WHITING,   Brenda 116 

WHITTLE,   Lindy 229 

WILKINSON,   Eileen 69 

WORTHINGTON,   Rhonda 224 

WUNEN,   Jill 230 
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SICK LIST 

 

Nola PARK 

Lyn MITCHELL 

ADDITIONS TO OUR MEMORY BOOK 

 

Vale 

Margaret Cass 

Sally Cook 

OUR AIM IS TO KEEP 

THESE TWO BOXES 

EMPTY, BUT LIFE BE-

ING WHAT IT IS THAT 

IS WISHFUL THINK-

ING. 

 

Still, we can only spread 

the news if you pass it on 

to us. 

Caroline has loaned us a photograph of Margaret Cass and 

some notes on her Life History. To quote Caroline, “It is not 

easy to remember all the postings and the chronological order 

escapes me! … I dare say a room full of ex-WRAAF who 

knew Margaret would produce the best ‘picture’. One person’s 

story sparks another and so it goes..” 

 

So here is your starting point. 

 

SQNLDR Margaret Cass 

1928—2013 

 

Margaret received her formal education at Methodist Ladies 

College and began her professional life as a Private Secretary. 

She spent a year in England and Europe gaining extra educa-

tion and experience. 

 

Upon her return she joined the WRAAF where she attained the 

rank of SQNLDR. Postings included OIC WRAAF at Wil-

liamtown where she spearheaded a very successful Miss Aus-

tralia Quest fundraising resulting in LACW Jean Shepherd 

being crowned Miss NSW Charity Queen for 1972.  From 

there Margaret was posted to OIC WRAAF RTU at Edinburgh 

SA. Then to Melbourne at 1SD, SOPUBS and RAAF Base 

Laverton. 

 

Margaret was very fondly known as ‘Mama Cass’ and there 

are no doubt many ex-WRAAF who will have great stories to 

remember. 

 

Unfortunately ill health made life difficult in recent years 

and Margaret died on 11 October 2013. She fought 

bravely and will be sadly missed by those who knew and 

loved her. 

Margaret had elected to not have a funeral ser-

vice, so we were unable to represent many of 

you and to pay our last respects to this lady. 
 

Instead we opted to give a living plant to Caro-

line as a symbol of our respect and our thanks 

for her devotion as friend and carer to Marga-

ret. 
 

As a postscript, Caroline, who was in hospital 

herself when Margaret passed away, is well 

and coping very well with this 

next phase in her life, with the 

memories of her friendship as a 

comfort. 

We may have missed you at our last luncheon.  

These were the girls there. Do join us next time. The more the 

merrier and we love meeting up with you and talking, laughing, 

eating, talking, laughing, eating and more of the same. 

Ann Steele Brenda Douglas Caroline Hanrahan 

Cate Pettitt Colleen Withers June Gospel 

Margaret Elker Maureen Molloy Val Acorn 

Can you access to the internet? Why not visit these? 
 

1.   Lyn Mitchell has a web site with part of her vast photo 

collection. This is found at http://exwraaf.com 

2.   Look at www.radschool.org.au, click on course photo-

graphs and go to the bottom of the page to find WRAAF 

Recruit Course photos. They have many, and are looking 

for more plus trying to identify everyone. 
 

3.   On Facebook, try  https://www.facegook.com/

groups/142738155786984 OR https://facebook.com/?

ref=tn_tnmn 

 

Sally Cook, one of the Sale Gang,  died suddenly on Sally Cook, one of the Sale Gang,  died suddenly on Sally Cook, one of the Sale Gang,  died suddenly on Sally Cook, one of the Sale Gang,  died suddenly on 
September 25th. She had been in ill health following September 25th. She had been in ill health following September 25th. She had been in ill health following September 25th. She had been in ill health following 
surgery some 9 years ago. She left her husband David surgery some 9 years ago. She left her husband David surgery some 9 years ago. She left her husband David surgery some 9 years ago. She left her husband David 
(aka Cookie), daughters Karen and Gillian with two (aka Cookie), daughters Karen and Gillian with two (aka Cookie), daughters Karen and Gillian with two (aka Cookie), daughters Karen and Gillian with two 
grandchildren plus two more on the way. Lyn Mitchell grandchildren plus two more on the way. Lyn Mitchell grandchildren plus two more on the way. Lyn Mitchell grandchildren plus two more on the way. Lyn Mitchell 
(who passed the news on) said “she was a friend for 48 (who passed the news on) said “she was a friend for 48 (who passed the news on) said “she was a friend for 48 (who passed the news on) said “she was a friend for 48 
years and I will miss her as I would a sister.” Our sym-years and I will miss her as I would a sister.” Our sym-years and I will miss her as I would a sister.” Our sym-years and I will miss her as I would a sister.” Our sym-
pathy to the family and friendspathy to the family and friendspathy to the family and friendspathy to the family and friends. 
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VICTORIAN BRANCH MAIL EMAIL 

PRESIDENT — June Gospel (nee Hoy) Brenda Douglas victorian.exwraaf@gmail.com 

SECRETARY —- Ann Steele (nee Dodds) 41 Bourke Crescent  

EDITOR —- Brenda Douglas (nee Whiting) Hoppers Crossing   Vic   3029  

CONTACT US —— 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

We only had 9 attend out Ringwood Luncheon but it was a very enjoyable day.  
 

Unfortunately the day was tinged with sadness at the recent loses—Joan MacPherson, Margaret Cass and Sally Cooke. 

We were pleased to have Caroline Hanrahan with us to maintain that important connection, not only with Caroline in her 

own right, but with Margaret Cass. 
 

Margaret Wells, the Secretary of the NSW Branch had to be moved from her home in the Blue Mountains during the 

recent fires. Hope everything is OK Marg. We also feel for any others who have been affected by the recent fires, hail 

storms, floods and other severe weather disasters. 
 

As this is the last newsletter for 2013 I would like to wish you all a fantastic Xmas, and a safe and happy New Year. 
 

OUR NEXT SUNDAY LUNCH—23RD February, 2014 

 

At the Elsternwick Club, Sandham Street (between St Georges Road and Orrong Road). The railway (Elsternwick) station is 

approximately 1km walk away. 

 

Melways 67 G2 

 

We tried this venue for the first time last year and were pleased with the menu. It is a little pricier than the RSL Clubs we 

usually frequent, but offered a variety of choices. Now we have to hope that their standard hasn’t dropped. 

 

The Holiday Season is almost upon us, and this timely article was recently found in the Melbourne Herald-Sun. 

 

12 REASON WHY THEY SHOULD’VE STAYED HOME 

 

 

Sometimes, we have every right to whinge about what befalls on dream holiday. But some tourists should just keep com-

plaints to themselves. Here, 12 of the more ridiculous are collated from leading travel agencies. 

Editor’s Note:   I have double checked, and then checked again, but, yes, I have typed this up as it was published. There were 

only eleven paragraphs. I can only assume that the cartoon was really number seven, so that is where I have put it. 

 

 

1. “It took us nine hours to fly home from Jamaica to England. It took Americans only three hours to get home.. This 

seems unfair.” 

2. “We had to line up outside and there was no air-conditioning.” 

3. “My fiancé and I booked a twin-bedded room but we were placed in a dou-

ble-bedded room. We now hold you responsible for the fact that I find my-

self pregnant.” 

4. “It’s lazy of the local shopkeepers in Puerto Vallarta to close in the after-

noons. I often needed to buy things during ‘siesta’ - this should be banned.” 

5. “No one told us there would be fish in the water. The children were 

scared.” 

6. “No one told us there’d be so many foreigners.” 

7.  

8. “I was bitten by a mosquito. The brochure did not mention mosquitoes.” 

9. “Your brochure shows the sand as white but it was more yellow.” 

10. “I’ve stayed in this room in a previous life. I cannot stay here again.” 

11. “Why are there no kangaroos hopping around in Sydney? I’m disappointed.” 

12. “They shouldn’t allow topless sunbathing. It was distracting my husband. 

 

 


